Choral Evensong
Chapel of St Edmund Hall
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Evensong: From Easter to Trinity
Evensong is one of the Church of England’s ancient services. It provides an
open and generous space for quiet and reflection, for song and speech and
prayer, as it draws from biblical readings, canticles, and the Church’s long
tradition of hymns.

We began term in the season of Easter, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, and the new world created by his life and work. We celebrated the
Feast of Pentecost. Christ, seated at the right hand of God the Father, pours
out upon his disciples the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.

We are now in the season after Trinity Sunday, and will go our separate ways
soon, saying good-bye to leavers. A long succession of Sundays stretches on
through the vacation until the autumn, when our community will regather.
After an unpredictable year, let us take time to remember the gifts we have
received this year in our communion with God and one another.

We are nearly all on Zoom, though there are some limited spaces for in-
person attendance. We invite everyone to join in, as they are able, by listening
attentively to the choir, readers, and ministers, and by saying together (on
mute) those prayers that are marked in bold: the Lord’s Prayer, the Grace,
and the Amens. We encourage you to sing along, too (on mute). Zoom
details:

Meeting ID: 871 1237 7996
Password: 569780

This evening’s speaker is the Chaplain, the Revd Dr
Zachary Guiliano. He is career development fellow in
early medieval history, working on a project about the
Venerable Bede’'s commentary On Luke and its
connection to power and poverty in the Middle Ages.
His book on Charlemagne’s collection of sermons is
printed this month: The Homiliary of Paul the Deacon.

Cover image: Woodcut. ‘Joseph sold into slavery’ by Michael Wohlgemuth (1434-1519).
From Stephan Fridolin’s Schatzbehalter (Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, 1491).



Organ Voluntary

Opening Sentence

The godly are merciful, loving, and righteous, and the good
direct their words with discretion.

Psalm 112:4, 5

The chaplain offers words of welcome, followed by the Preces &
Responses

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

O Lord, open thou our lips,
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be:

world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Music: Plainsong



The Choir sings Psalm 131

1  Lord, I am not high-minded;
I have no proud looks.

2 Idonotexercise myselfin great matters,
which are too high for me.

3 ButIrefrain my soul, and keep it low,
like as a child that is weaned from his mother;
yea, my soul is even as a weaned child.

4 O Israel, trust in the Lord,
from this time forth for evermore.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Music: James Nares (1715-1783)

The First Lesson (Genesis 37:12-28)

Now Jacob’s brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near
Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, ‘Are not your brothers
pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, 1 will send you to
them. He answered, ‘Here I am. So he said to him, ‘Go now,
see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring
word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.



He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the
fields; the man asked him, ‘What are you seeking?’ ‘I am
seeking my brothers,” he said; ‘tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock. The man said, “They have gone away, for
I heard them say, “Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph went after
his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to
kill him. They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer.
Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits;
then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we
shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben
heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us
not take his life” Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw
him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on
him’—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore
him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they
stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves[b] that he
wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was
empty; there was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan
of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying
gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.
Then Judah said to his brothers, ‘What profit is there if we Kill
our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our
brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some
Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.



The Choir sings the Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55)

+ My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm
he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen
his servant Israel
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son

and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Music: Setting in G by Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924),
adapted by James Whitbourn (1963-)



The Second Lesson (Galatians 5:22-6:2)

The fruit of the Spirit Is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is
no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If
we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us
not become conceited, competing against one another,
envying one another.

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who
have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the
law of Christ.

The Choir sings the Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2.29-32)

+ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared :
before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:

and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

Music: Truro service by Gabriel Jackson (1962-)



The Apostles’ Creed:

All;

I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God

the Father almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

+ the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lesser Litany

Choir:

Choir:

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



All;

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

Choir:

Our Father,

which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collect of the Day

O LORD, who never failest to help and govern them who
thou dost bring up in thy stedfast fear and love: Keep us,
we beseech thee, under the protection of thy good
providence, and make us to have a perpetual fear and



Choir:;

love of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Collect for Peace

Choir:

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed; give unto thy servants that
peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by
thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

Collect for Aid against Perils

Choir:

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by
thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of
this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

Music: Plainsong

The Choir sings the Anthem

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and lighten our
understanding, that we may dwell in the fear of thy name all
the days of our life, and may know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Words: Anonymous prayer in 16th-century collections
Music: Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)



The Address: Community and Competition
The Chaplain

Intercessions may include this response

Lord, in thy mercy
All: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude with the Grace

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

The Chaplain gives Notices and the Choir sings the Hymn (NEH
252)

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
The darkness falls at thy behest;

To thee our morning hymns ascended,
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
While earth rolls onward into light,
Through all the world her watch is keeping,
And rests not now by day or night.

As o’er each continent and island
The dawn leads on another day,
The voice of prayer is never silent,
Nor dies the strain of praise away.



The sun that bids us rest is waking

Our brethren 'neath the western sky,
And hour by hour fresh lips are making
Thy wondrous doings heard on high.

So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
Thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
Till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893)
Melody: ‘St Clement’ by Clement Scholefield (1839-1904)

The Blessing

Organ Voluntary

A NN
AN N

University of Oxford

St Edmund
Hall



